
The Peace River School Division believes that cooperation between home and school is essential for effective student 

learning and growth. The report card communicates student academic achievement based on Alberta Education’s learning 

expectations and outlines next steps that need to be taken by partners in learning — students, caregivers, and educators. 

As well, it is an opportunity to celebrate success and serves as a signpost that helps us effectively measure growth over time.  

- PRSD Superintendent Adam Murray 

The Divisional Elementary Report Card is tied directly to the Alberta curriculum. Alberta’s new 
curriculum is based on learner outcomes—it describes what students are expected to know, under-
stand, and be able to do each year in each subject. Therefore, the draft report card uses the Organiz-
ing Ideas from the new curriculum in each subject area to highlight the importance of reporting on 
the embedded Learner Outcomes, as required by Alberta Education. The report card informs par-
ents and guardians how well their child has met these Learner Outcomes. 

The report card does not involve percentages in elementary school. Instead, it uses four levels of 
achievement to help describe how well each student has met expectations for each reporting period. 
See page 5 for more information on levels of achievement and the academic achievement codes.  

For further information regarding the specific Learner Outcomes for each grade level, please see the 
new Alberta Curriculum. 

It is important to note the Learner Outcomes for Grades 4-6 Science and French Language Arts, and 
Grades 1-6 Social Studies, Art, and Music will not  change this year. To access the Program of Stud-
ies, please see the LearnAlberta website. The report card will be revisited and updated as more new 
curriculum is implemented in the future. 
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Talking with your child about the report 
card can be a positive, productive experi-
ence. The following points may help:  
 
1. Plan to talk in a quiet place and time.  
 
2. Start with the good news. Talk about 
your child’s successes first.  
 
3. For disappointing grades, ask ques-
tions so you and your child understand 
how a grade was earned.  
How difficult was the work?  
Was work completed and turned in?  
Was extra help needed?  

Would more participation or effort have made 
a difference?  
 
4. Ask for a parent-teacher-student confer-
ence if you need more information.  
 
5. Set realistic goals and make a plan for im-
provement.  
 
6. Work together and follow through on your 
plan.  

What Is a Good Way to Talk about the Report Card with My Child?  

GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED IN AND ABOUT REPORT CARDS 

and differentiate teaching and learning 
activities. Teachers use this information 
to streamline and target instruction and 
resources, and to provide feedback to 
students to help them advance their learn-
ing. 

Assessment of Learning: (Summative 
Assessment) Assessment experiences de-
signed to collect information about learn-
ing to make judgments about student 
performance and achievement at the end 
of a period of instruction. (AAC Glossa-
ry) Assessment of learning is used to con-
firm what students know and can do. 
Teachers ensure that they have used sum-
mative assessment evidence to provide 
valid and reliable statements of students’ 
proficiency, so that recipients of the in-
formation can use it to make reasonable 
and defensible decisions. 

Balanced Assessment Practices: 
There is a balance of Assessment For 
Learning and Assessment Of Learning 
experiences in the classroom.  Research 
has shown that monitoring student pro-
gress along the way and adjusting the in-
struction improves student learning. 

Descriptive Feedback: part of an on-

Achievement Indicator (Mark or 
Code): a summary statement of student 
achievement relative to learner outcomes 
in the Alberta Education Programs of 
Study. 

Assessment: Process of collecting infor-
mation on student achievement and per-
formance that includes a variety of assess-
ment tasks designed to monitor and im-
prove student learning (AAC Glossary). 
Throughout this document the term 
“assessment” encompasses assessment for 
learning, and assessment of learning. 

Assessment for Learning: (Formative 
Assessment) Assessment experiences that 
result in an on-going exchange of infor-
mation between students and teachers 
about student progress toward clearly 
specified learner outcomes - not to be 
used for grading purposes. (AAC Glossa-
ry) 

Assessment for learning requires careful 
design on the part of teachers so that they 
use the resulting information to determine 
not only what students know, but also to 
gain insights into how, when, and whether 
students apply what they know. It pro-
vides teachers with information to modify 
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Caption describing 
picture or graphic. 

going, timely, constructive, and 
specific conversation about learning 
that relates directly to the learner 
outcomes 

Effort:  

Excellent – The student persists 
until a task is completed. When 
faced with a challenge, the student 
is inquiring and makes use of a vari-
ety of strategies to complete the 
task.  

Satisfactory – The student usual-
ly sticks to a task until it is com-
pleted. When faced with a chal-
lenge, the student tends to be in-
quiring and makes use of some 
strategies towards completing the 
task.  

Inconsistent – The student’s 
effort is not yet consistent. More 
frequently than not, when faced 
with a challenge, the student may 
give up, not make use of, or be 
unaware of strategies that may help 
to complete the task.  

 



 

 

 

GLOSSARY CONTINUED: 

Grade Level of Achievement (GLA): a teacher 
judgment based on the results from a variety of class-
room assessments throughout the school year in relation 
to learner outcomes in a subject area after a course for a 
specific grade level has been completed. (AAC Glossa-
ry) 

Competencies: See Page 4 

Learner Outcomes (from the Alberta Curriculum): 
what we expect students to learn; the provincially man-
dated knowledge, understandings, skills, and proce-
dures we expect students to demonstrate as a result of 
schooling.  

Placement: indicates that the student has not satisfied 
the program requirements or met the outcomes re-
quired for that grade or course, but has been placed into 
the next grade/course based on the decision made by 
the school in the best interest of the student. 

Promotion: indicates that the student has satisfied the 
program requirements and met the outcomes for that 
grade or course. The student will advance to the next 
higher grade or course. 

 

 

 

 

Programming: Accommodation: a change or alteration in 
the regular ways a student is expected to learn, complete as-
signments or participate in classroom activities 

Modified Programming: programming in which the learner 
outcomes are significantly different from the programs of study 
and are specifically selected to meet students’ special education 
needs 

Adapted Programming: programming that retains the 
learner outcomes of the programs of study and where adjust-
ments to the instructional process are provided to address the 
special education needs of the student 

 

 Do you have a clear understanding of what is  

 expected of you? 

 Do you understand the importance of the learning? 

 Do you feel sure of yourself in this subject? 

 Are you interested in this subject? 

 Can you explain what you know and are able to do in 
 this subject? 

Review the comments given in each subject with your child. 

 Do the comments make sense to you and your child? 

 If you or your child have questions, contact the 
 teacher for more information. 

 Use the report card comments to help set a learning 
 goal with your child, and share this with the teacher 
 (Parent Comment box could be used for this). 

Celebrate your child’s successes! 

Be aware of the format of the report card. 

Read materials about reporting and assessment that are availa-
ble through the school, the division and Alberta Education. 

Speak with your child when possible about their learning 
through the term. The report card should confirm the infor-
mation made available to you by your child and their teacher 
throughout the term. 

Discuss the learning outcomes with your child and the level 
of achievement he or she has attained. 

 Your child should be able to explain to you what he 
 or she has been learning. 

 Discuss your child’s strengths and goals for improv-
 ing his or her learning. 

Discuss with your child the level of effort given on the report 
card for each subject. Effort is an expression of attitude to-
wards work and work ethic. You may want to use these ques-
tions to start your discussion. 

How can I use the report card to help me support my child’s learning? 
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     “Competencies are combinations of knowledge, skills, and characteristics that students develop and apply 
for successful learning, living, and working. They emphasize aspects of learning that apply within and across all 
subjects and enhance foundational literacy and numeracy. Competencies work together with learning outcomes 
to prepare Alberta students for successful and fulfilling lives and to make meaningful contributions to their 
communities and the world. The Competency Progressions identify behaviours that students may demonstrate 
by the end of the divisional age range.” (Alberta Education, 2023) 

WHAT ARE COMPETENCIES?  
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Achievement codes: 

Teacher comments provide information about a 
student’s achievement, progress or effort and give 
suggestions about what to do next to improve 
learning. There is a comment box under each core 
subject and one additional comment box at the 
end of the report card.  

 

The Achievement Codes are used to communicate the 
student’s academic achievement of learning outcomes 
from the Alberta Curriculum. The decisions are based 
on a valid and reliable collection of evidence of learn-
ing. Click here to go to the new Alberta Curriculum.  

These Organizing Ideas from the Alberta Curriculum represent the big concepts. Academic achievement of these ideas will be in-
formed by the Learning Outcomes in the specific grade level curriculum. The Learning Outcome illustrates the pieces that 
need to be assessed and reported on through the overarching Organizing Ideas.  

In addition to a report card, some students with special instructional needs may have additional outcomes reported on an Individualized 
Program Plan. An IPP is a specific plan of action designed to address that student’s special education needs. For more information on IPPs, 
refer to the current PRSD Administrative Procedure(s) - AP 213, AP 213-Appendix A, and AP 213-Appendix B.  

For students with an Individualized Program Plan (IPP), their report card marks are based on achievement of their IPP goals (not the grade-
level concepts) and are indicated with IPP-INS, IPP-2, IPP-3 or IPP-4 for each reporting period. For further clarification, IPP-INS indicates 
there was not enough evidence to determine whether the goal was met; IPP-2 indicates the student has not yet met their goal; IPP-3 or IPP
-4 indicates the student has met their goal and a new goal will be established for the next reporting period. Please refer to your child’s IPP 
for further details regarding the progress of their goals. 

https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/curriculum/en
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aAQdUqyTImIO1r9ym5ORNtnslnYhTijF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LXU7MdtTI78KWdFzGSdb3bd4G45jMteX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Madfqd2Kw2daW3-ZQ7B83ACANMh6rMBH/view?usp=sharing

